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Argument: 


It states in Saheeh Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 54, Number 495: 
Narrated Abu Said Al-Khudri: 


The Prophet said, "If while you are praying, somebody intends to pass in front of you, prevent 
him; and should he insist, prevent him again; and if he insists again, fight with him, because 
such a person is (like) a devil." 


How could this hadith be calling for violence during Salah?! Also, how would this hadeeth be 
implemented in a place such as Masjid al-Haram where everyone is walking in front of the 
other?! 


Response: 


The general meaning of this hadeeth is that if one is praying and someone tries to pass between 
him and the sutrah, the person praying ought to gently prevent the person from passing. If the 
person insists, he should gently try to prevent that person from passing once again. If the person 
still insists, then the person praying should push back forcefully against this person who is doing 
the work of shaytaan in trying to distract the person from his prayer. ! 


The word used for "fight" here does not necessarily signify picking up a weapon to fight or 
beating the person violently by kicking and punching him, for "fighting" could refer to any 
dispute.’ In this particular context, it means to push back forcefully.’ This is also since the person 


' As-San’aani in Subul as-Salaam stated: 


(gl Ghai) gle Gayl Lal GUA) yp gle UVa aby laali le (fy pl Sal) å Uaill Jad alad Gly Subs Gland ga Lal AS ay 
Ads cA Alta, ball sue oud) 


> Attiyah bin Muhammad Salim, in his commentary on Buloogh al-Maraam, said: 


Silly CDM Joss of (ALLL) iea Qual y (yD Lon iJ gi cLagin LMS ole juh atl Cul glib ce paali a poe cle Gli i alitia y 
VV) 5 pall dal oa atlis y & pall g 


3 Imam an-Nawawi, in his commentary on Saheeh Muslim, said that it means to push: g% Íp% Jie. Attiyah bin 
Muhammad Salim in his commentary on Buloogh al-Maraam said that it means a forceful push: 4y : Ae abla 
AS Si sad äi h, while Ibn Hajar in his Fathul Bari said it means a gentle push and not actual fighting, for 
fighting the devil is done by seeking refuge in Allah: h guail Allis GY Jü Jua disa Y Adsl) iila abled al gas ol pall Gl 
Azeudll dic inil g ssi YL A, Ibnul Jawzi in his Kashf al-Mushkil min Hadeeth as-Saheehayn said that the person 


cannot make so many moves, which would invalidate his prayer.* He needs to remain in his 
praying posture and to do so would restrict him from fighting in that kind of sense. 


As for the issue of Masjid al-Haram, scholars had said that this is an exceptional case due to the 
overcrowding.’ The Prophet (peace be upon him) was clearly referring to an ill-intentioned 
person in this hadith when he gave the advice that he did. He did not have in mind exceptional 
problematic circumstances such as the case of Masjid al-Haram and the overcrowding problem 
that exists there today. 


Hence, the claim that this hadith promotes "violence" is simply ludicrous. 


praying first pushes gently, and if the person still insists to pass in front him, then the person praying may push back 
more forcefully: Sidh anda laal GIS jiad coal O adel Jof à erty Ide 5 giall e pall, Muhammad Shams al-Haqq 
'Abaadi in his commentary on Sunan Abu Dawud, entitled ‘Awn al-Ma'bood, stated that the push is forceful: Í 

GY On sell Ue dada À Chis dalle, 


4 Imam an-Nawawi in his commentary on Saheeh Muslim cites Qadi 'Iyaadh as saying: 


UH 2 Os 0) 9 pe Cys alej Dla (ob giall bauda GY Ai ga Cys od yy g Andry Lail g od pal dance pa cya Al) iall al jga Y ail le | gaiil IAS, 
Till y BLE YL Aia lase GUS N3) oa py Lail Ai yiu a ilL pal Viel g Aa pe a oag AML La a8 al aen Lail pas 


5 Refer to Sheikh Salih al-Munajjid's fatwa over here, and read from, "A number of scholars made an exception in 
the case..." onward. 


